Dear Parents and Guidance Councilors,

I am an experienced artist/photographer/teacher and would like to pass along some info to you that might help your art and photography students. I have been assisting students for the last couple of years to develop portfolios of photographs and/or art projects. The process goes from privately meeting with the student and usually also with at least one parent at my studio in Berkeley Heights to develop a plan. I oversee the production of new work, if necessary, adjust and critique current work, edit, organize, train and assist in matting and mounting the final selection of pieces, get presentation boxes to fit, and make slides or digital files of all the images if needed.


I have been through the process many times now with many different sets of students and parents. I enjoy working with them to educate them to the process and importance of building a great portfolio and being really ready for the interviews. The parents are very busy today as are their teachers in high school and often don’t have the time and the parents don’t have the skills to help their students succeed with this important part of the process of getting into the college of their choice in such a competitive world. 


What I am suggesting has met with great success on every occasion. These kids are prepared and get accepted. It’s all about presentation. Certainly the AP art students have good work. What they don’t have is a good presentation or the skills to deal successfully with an interview. 

Even for the non-art student who might have a hobby in photography …..with the competition that exists today, they need every edge they can get. The left-brain student very likely has the same grades and scores and extra curricular activities as every other student applying for one slot at a prestigious college.  If they show up to the interview with a fantastic presentation of photographs and/or artwork, they are the ones that will be selected over the other students. It shows that they have a creative side to them and moves them up the ladder above the others.  It also helps give them confidence that they can be creative. I have seen it happen again and again. 


I am here to help your students prepare their portfolios, organize their thoughts for the interview and make slides or digital files for their applications. Let me know how I can help. Please pass this information on to your other art and photography instructors as well as other interested parents. I would be happy to supply references. Please email me now so we can get started nancyori@comcast.net.
